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2 Timothy 4:6-8 “Will Your Life Count for God?’

Intro. Everyone of usareliving alife. Most of uswill live at least 70 years. Some among us will
live less. Then, at the end of our life, we will look back on how we have lived. What will we see?
Will we see alife that had meaning, purpose, and accomplishment? Or will we see alife that had
no meaning, no purpose, and very little accomplishment? Furthermore, the day will come when we
will look death in the face. Will we face death with fear and dread, or will we face death with peace
and calm assurance? Then after death, the Bible teaches that you will wake up in eternity. Will you
be in heaven or hell? Most of you have trusted in Jesus as your Savior, and you rightly believe you
are going to heaven. But will there be areward awaiting you in heaven?

| have just described for you vastly different lives. Surely, you want to live alife of
meaning, purpose, accomplishment, and victory. Surely, you want to face death with peace and
calm assurance, knowing that you will wake up in heaven. And surely you want to enjoy for all
eternity the reward of alife well lived.

Wl our text of Scripture tells us of aman who lived that kind of alife. By his example,
and by hiswords, the apostle Paul challenges young Timothy to live the kind of life | have just
described. Paul knew that his task on earth was not complete until he had a replacement ready to
continue the work. And | want to challenge our hearts by these wonderful words of Scripture.

S0 let’s see how to live ameaningful, victorious, and rewarding life. First of al:

. FAITHFULLY ACCOMPLISH THE WORK GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO DO

Inv.7 Paul reflects back on hislife, and he can gladly say that he had faithfully done what
God had called him to do. He says, “1 have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have
kept the faith.” | want to pull from that verse afew statements of what God is calling us to do:

A. Stay Trueto the Word of God — Look at the last phrase, “I have kept the faith.” “The
faith” here has the definite article, and it probably refersto the object of our faith, the truth of the
Word of God, which has given to us. It isthe Christian faith. Of course, “the faith” isto be
translated into personal faith in God, and in His Word, His promises. Indeed, al that Paul learned
about God and the Christian faith had been proven true in hisown life. “The faith” had not failed
him. And as he faces death, he knows that “the faith” will see him through his last painful
adventure, and prepare him to meet his Master.

Notice also that Paul had kept the faith. The word “kept” (tereo) means “to keep asin
guarding or watching over.” He had never veered from the great truths and doctrines in the Word of
God. He had faithfully proclaimed the truth of the Gospel. He has defended it against the attacks of
false teachers, such as the Gnostics, the Judaizers, and the philosophers of Athens.

| believe that God has called you to “keep the faith.” Learn the Word of God. Hold on to it.
Psa. 119:16 says, “I will delight myself in Y our statutes; | will not forget Y our word.”

B. Fight for the Truth of the Word of God - Thisisreflected in one of the athletic
illustrations that Paul uses here. He also said in v.7, “1 have fought the good fight.” The underlying



figure (agonizomai) is probably awrestling-match, boxing-bout, or similar contest. Indeed, Paul
had fought many afight in hisministry. As| had already indicated, he fought against false teachers.
And he knew that the fight for the truth would become even more intense in the future. He said in
wv.3-4, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers. And they
will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” That describes |slaam and
Mormonism. And behind these fal se teacher would be Satan and the powers of darkness (1 Tim.
4:1). So we must fight against the old devil. Stand against hislies. Resist histemptations. Finally,
we must be prepared to fight against sin in our own lives, and in the lives of others. That iswhy
Paul said in the last of v.2, “ Convince, rebuke, exhort, with al longsuffering and teaching.”

Now who likes to fight and struggle? It is difficult, unpleasant, and painful. In fact, Paul’s
struggle was about to cost him hislife. He refused to compromise or deny the Word of God. That is
why Paul added that he had “fought the good (kalos) fight.” It isanoble fight, ajust cause.
Someone has said, “All that it takes for evil to triumph isfor good men to do nothing.”

Friend, God has called you to join in on the fight for truth, for righteousness, and for justice.
Will you live your life for such anoble cause, or will you live alife of ease, alifelived only for
self? To preachers like myself, Paul told Timothy inv.2, “Preach theword!” Inv.5hesaid, “...do
the work of an evangelist.” God may not have called you to preach, but He has called you to fight
for the truth. Parents, God has called you to pass on your faith and the Word of God to your
children. And when they are attacked by the lies of the world, you need to stand for the truth. S.S.
Teachers, you need to stand for the truth, teach the truth, and fight for the truth. Christian, when
you hear someone telling something that isn’t true to the Word of God, you need to speak up, and
proclaim the truth.

C. Keep at It Faithfully Your Whole Life—What an example we have here. Paul could ook
back on hislife and say, “I have finished the race.” He stresses the fact that he has fully
accomplished that ministry to which the Lord had called him to do. The Greek word trans ated
“course” (dromos) refersto the course or track of arace. Like a Greek runner, he has stayed on the
track of God’'swill. He has kept his eye on the finish line, and crossed it, and is now resting at the
goal. He had accomplished what he had set out to do (Acts 20:24). It is significant that Paul makes
no claim to have won the race, but is content to have stayed the course. This metaphor is
particularly suited to express the idea of endurance in Christian life and service. He had completed
all that God had planned for Him.

That iswhy Paul told Timothy in the last of v.5, “...fulfill your ministry.” Fully and
faithfully accomplish the work that God has called you to do.

Christian, will you stay the course? Will you remain faithful to God and to His Word? Will
you stay in the fight for the truth, and keep serving God until the end of your life? Hebrews 12:1-2
says, “...let us run with patient endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith....” Oh, it's easy to start a distance race, but it's not as easy to
complete the race. | want to finish. | want to go all the way. Christian, will you make it your goal in
lifeto remain faithful, and finish what God has called you to do? Remain faithful to your marriage.
Remain faithful to your children. Even when parenting is tough, keep at it until your children are
raised and on their own. Remain faithful to your church, and continue in the ministry that God has
called you to fulfill.

We have seen that you should faithfully accomplish the work God has called you to do.
Now let’s see what will motivate you to do that:



I1. ANTICIPATE THE REWARD GOD HAS FOR YOU

In v.8 Paul says, “Finally, thereislaid up for me the crown of righteousness....” Paul's use
of illustrations from Greek athleticsis not finished. He likens himself to the Greek athlete, who,
having finished his race, islooking up at the judge's stand, and awaiting the stephanos, the laurel
wreath of victory. The noble fight successfully waged, and the race satisfactorily run, both call for a
proper reward. Paul had kept the faith. He had preached the truth. He had fought against false
doctrine. He had been faithful to complete the work that God had called him to do. So he rightly
expected areward, and this promised reward is what kept him going through the years of pain and
struggle. | want to hold before you the promised of God that He will reward you for serving Him
faithfully until you reach the finish line.

What is this promised reward? Paul was not anticipating the crown of an athlete, but the
“crown of righteousness.” There are two ways of understanding this phrase. It could mean that
righteousness itself is the crown (genitive of apposition, asin “crown of life” - Jas. 2:12; Rev.
2:10). If that is the case, Paul was looking forward to possessing complete and total righteousness.
All sin would be gone forever. But that would be a crown that is awaiting every believer, regardless
of how they have lived their life. It seems more likely that righteous living is the source or cause of
thisvictor’s crown. So the victor's crown of righteousness is the crown which belongs to or isthe
due reward of living arighteous life.

Will you receive such areward? Are you living according to God'’ s righteous standards,
according to the truth of God’s Word? Truth produces righteousness, and error produces sin. Right
belief produces good conduct, and wrong belief produces bad conduct. But our text gives another
indication of whether or not you will receive this reward. Paul has that this crown will be given,
“not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” Jesusis coming again some day.
And when the Lord says, “| am coming quickly,” do you say, “ Amen, come, Lord Jesus.”

| can think of 2 reasons why you would love His appearing. First, if you are living right. 1
John 2:28 says, “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.” John gives the contrast of onewho is
not living right, and who would be ashamed at His coming.

We have not been to the beach in over ayear, so we went down to the Angone' s beach
house Thursday. Our 19 year-old son could not go with us. | thought about not telling him when we
would return, to motivate him to resist temptation to do anything wrong at the house while we were
gone. Suppose | did that, and we suddenly returned unexpectedly, and found him doing something
wrong. In that case, he would still love us, but certainly would not love our appearing!

A second reason why you would love His appearing isif you truly love Him. If you love
Him, you will long for Hisreturn, not just for your own benefit, but also for His, that He may be
glorified before the whole world.

When we arrived at the Angone' s beach house, George and Helen had also just arrived back
at the house. | was glad to see them put on abig smile at our appearing. They were glad to see us!
They loved our appearing because they love us. Do you love Jesus? | can give you atest. In John
14:15 Jesus said, “1f you love Me, (you will) keep my commandments.” If you love Jesus, you will
obey Him and live arighteous life. And if you stay faithful to the end, a crown of righteousnessis
laid up for you as well.



Will you be one of those wearing a crown of righteousness some day? | challenge you to
learn the truth of God's Word. Retain it in your heart. Live by its righteous standards. Stay faithful
to obey God, and serve God. And you, too, will receive that crown some day!

Now after you life has run its course, and you reach the finish line, how will you face death?
WEell the apostle Paul once again gives afine example for usall. And so based on v.6 | want to
challenge you to:

I1l. FACE DEATH ASA TESTIMONY TO THE LORD

Here Paul turns his attention to the subject of death. He is aware that just any day now heis
going to die. The world sees merely the end of life. But Paul writes, “the time of my departureis at
hand.” Thewords, “isat hand,” are from aword (ephistemi) which means “to stand by, to be on
hand.” It was asif death already stood nearby. He doesn’t know what day it will be when the jailor
will come, turn the key in the lock, and open thejail door. At that moment he knew that he would
be escorted from prison to face death.

Y ou do not know when death will arrive for you. It may come unexpectedly. It may come
after along illness. But we do know that Heb. 9:27 saysthat “...it isappointed for men to die
once...."

Now as Paul reflects upon hisimpending death, notice what he compares it to. Notice his
attitude concerning death. Let’ s adopt the same attitude toward death that Paul had. Let’slook at
the last of v.6 first.

A. Death Is a Departure to Another Destination — He saysin v.6, “...the time of my
departureis at hand.” The word translated “ departure” (analuo) isinteresting. It was acommon
expression for death. In nautical language, the word was used of the hoisting of an anchor and the
sailing of aship. Soon the blast of the wind will be in the sails, and then, ailmost immediately, the
haven of everlasting blisswill have been reached.

| know of only one writer from the past who has caught this meaning of Paul's. Tennyson
wrote asthe first verse of his poem, “Crossing the Bar”:

Sunset and evening star

And one clear call for me!

And may there be no moaning of the bar;
When | put out to sea.

Twilight and evening bell,

And after that the dark!

And my there be no sadness of farewell
When | embark.

For though from out our bourne of Time and Place,
The flood may bear mefar,

| hope to see my Pilot face to face,

When | have crossed the bar.



That’swhat death is for the child of God. It isarelease for us. Paul says, “Don’'t let my
execution bother you too much. I’'m like a ship that has been tied up at the harbor. When death
comes, I’m really taking off to go and be with Christ, which will be far better.” Paul is saying that |
am getting ready to cut loose from the shores of time, cross over on the waters of eternity and land
on the banks of glory. Boy, what a picture of going home for the child of God!

On the other hand, the word was used military circles of the taking down of atent and the
departure of an army. Since Paul was atentmaker by trade, and he spoke of the human body as a
tent, | believe he probably had in mind this figure. Comparing this life in a human body to atent
reinforces the temporary nature of earthly life. Paul says, “1'm getting ready to pull up the stakes of
time and move on to a new campground.” Likewise, in other passages the apostle speaks of the
believer’ s death as a departure to be with Christ (Phil. 1:23), and to be at home with the Lord (11
Cor. 5:8). It isgoing to the Father’ s house with many mansions (John 14:2). It is going to paradise
(Luke 23:43). What might seem the end will be a departure to a glorious new era, free from all
present restrictions. No wonder Paul called it a gain (Phil. 1:21), and far better (Phil. 1:23).

Do you have this attitude toward death? Boy, it sure makes facing death less painful, and
lessfearful. And because he had this attitude toward death, he could not be intimidated by treats of
a death sentence. He could keep the faith, and never deny or compromise God’ s truth. Friend, you
can only have this attitude toward death if you know the One who conquered death, Jesus Christ.

Y ou must know the One who promised that Heisin heaven, preparing a place for us.

B. Death Should Be aFinal Act of Worship — Thisisindicated in v.6. As Paul faces death,
he says, “For | am aready being poured out as a drink offering....” He knew his sentence of death
would not be crucifixion, for acitizen of the Roman Empire was not crucified. Instead, he knew he
would be beheaded. It would have been an unpleasant sight to watch that big, burly Roman soldier
lift that tremendous blade over his head, then with one fell swoop server the head from the body
and see the head drop into a basket on one side and the body fall limp on the other side. But Paul
saysif that’s all you saw, you really didn’t see very much. He says you should see beyond that to
the spiritual significance of it. “poured out asadrink offering” comes from a single Greek word
(spendomai) which referred in this case to the Old Testament drink offering (cf. Ex. 29:40; Num.
28:7). The wine was taken and poured over the burnt offering, which, of course, wasreally hot
from the fire. It was a sacrifice, an act of worship. Y ou know exactly what would happen. The
drink offering would go up in steam. It would just evaporate and disappear. Paul is saying, “l1 am
pouring out my life asadrink offering on the sacrifice of Christ. | have not lived my life for myself
but for Him.” Paul’ s life would soon disappear, and he would rise to the heavens. So that execution
block is compared to an altar, where Paul would give up hislife as amartyr, and the blood that
would flow would be like adrink offering to the Lord.

| want to tell you an important truth. Asyou live, so shall you most likely die. All the way
through Paul’ s life he had been pouring himself out. He took hiswealth and put it on the altar for
the Lord. He took his academic credentials and put them on the altar for the Lord. He took hisown
personal desires and interests and put them on the altar for the Lord. And as he had lived, so he
died, pouring out his blood as a martyr because he refused to compromise the truth. He died in an
act of worship to the Lord.

That’ sthe way every believer ought to die. Every child of God ought to look upon his death
as one more opportunity to be awitness for Jesus and to die as an act of worship unto the Lord.
How you face death should be awitnessto your family. It ought to be awitness to your friends. It



ought to be awitness to the nurses who care for you. Heb. 11:21 says, “ By faith Jacob, when he
was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.”

Conclusion: Today | have called upon you to life a higher, more noble kind of life. Find out what
God has called you to do. That includes knowing the truth, believing the truth, and fighting for the
truth. He has called you to serve Him in some form of Christian ministry. And then, after such a
life, you will be able to face death without fear and dread. Y ou will face death knowing that it is
only adeparture to a better place. And if you have been faithful to your calling, lived a righteous
life, and stayed on course until the end, you will be rewarded by God Himself with the victor’s
crown of righteousness!

Can you see yourself living thiskind of alife? Y ou can by God's grace. Make sure you
have trusted in Jesus as your Savior in repentance of sin. Learn the Word of God. Believeit. Find
out what else God has called you to do for Him and for others. He has gifted you to be ableto lead
or help in some ministry. Trust Him to help you serve Him effectively.
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